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Annex 1: Further resources

General Sustainable Development

Sustainable Development Commission (SDC)
www.sd-commission.org.uk

The SDC website contains further information about our role
and policy areas, as well as PDF copies of the reports we
have produced to date. You'll also find the latest round of
SDAP assessments, progress reports and the SOGE report, as
well as this SDAP guidance document.

Sustainable Development in Government
www.sustainable-development.gov.uk

The Government'’s sustainable development website.
Here you can access the 2005 UK Government Sustainable
Development Strategy (Securing the Future) and its
accompanying UK Strategic Framework, as well as the
Framework for Sustainable Operations on the Government
Estate and the Sustainable Procurement Action Plan
(including the Flexible Framework).

Sustainability at Work
www.sustainabilityatwork.org.uk

Sustainability at Work offers practical tools and advice on
how organisations can embed sustainability throughout
their activities. The site is a product of The Prince of Wales’
Accounting for Sustainability project. See:
www.accountingforsustainability.org.uk

Sustainability Reporting

Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)
www.globalreporting.org

The GRI is the world’s de facto standard in sustainability
reporting. GRI is an independent, multi-stakeholder
institution that develops and disseminates a globally
applicable Sustainability Reporting Framework. The
framework sets out the principles and indicators that
organisations can use to report on the economic,
environmental, and social performance. The GRI framework
is intended for all types of organisation, including public
sector bodies; the Ministry of Defence and NHS Purchasing
and Supply Agency already use GRI. The Guidelines may be
useful when considering reporting and monitoring processes
for your SDAP.

Annex 2: SDC Contacts

Association of Certifed and Chartered Accountants (ACCA)
www.accaglobal.com/sustainability

A generic information resource on disclosure of sustainability.
ACCA has developed criteria for excellence with respect to
environmental, social and/or sustainability reporting. These
criteria may be helpful when considering how appropriate
your existing processes and systems are in relation to the
delivery of sustainable development commitments and
subsequent reporting.

Communications, Engagement
& Skills

Compass Network

www.compassnetwork.org

The Compass Network is run jointly by the Sustainable
Development Commission and the communications
consultancy Futerra. Compass aims to improve the quality

of sustainability communications worldwide. The website
includes information resources and examples of creative
work to inspire innovation, as well as an events diary and an
online forum.

National School of Government (NSG)
www.nationalschool.gov.uk

NSG provides an increasing array of skills-based courses
incorporating sustainable development themes. The NSG
can provide tailored training to suit your organisation or
division’s needs.

People and Participation Online
www.peopleandparticipation.net/display/Involve/Home
People and Participation is a joint venture by the Department
for Communities and Local Government, the Ministry of
Justice and the Sustainable Development Commission.

The site aims to be a central portal for information about
participation to practitioners across the world, in the public,
private and voluntary sectors.

Other organisations’ SDAPs

All current SDAPs are published on departments’ and
agencies’ websites, so please go ahead and explore some
examples of what others are doing.

For further information about the SDC’s work www.sd-commission.org.uk,

or contact us at the addresses signposted below.

Whitehall

Debbie Dickinson

(For all enquiries on starting and
drafting an SDAP)

Whitehall Policy Analyst
Debbie.Dickinson@sd-commission.org.uk
0207 270 8674

Watchdog

0207 270 8791

Emma Downing

Whitehall Team Leader
Emma.Downing@sd-commission.org.uk
0207 270 8715

Rachel Hurle

0207 270 8852

Claire Monkhouse

(For Watchdog related SDAP enquiries and
all procurement issues)

Watchdog Senior Policy Analyst
Claire.Monkhouse@sd-commission.org.uk

(For Watchdog related SDAP enquiries)
Watchdog Policy Analyst
Rachel.Hurle@sd-commission.org.uk

Farooq Ullah

(For SOGE/SDiG related enquiries
and operations issues)

Watchdog Policy Analyst
Farroq.Ullah@sd-commission.org.uk
0207 270 8725

Minas Jacob

Watchdog Team Leader
Minas.Jacob@sd-commission.org.uk
0207 270 8717
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Securing the Future. The UK Government Sustainable
Development Strategy. HM Government. March 2005

One future - different paths. The UK's shared framework for
sustainable development. HM Government. 2005.

Securing the Future p16

ibid p17

ibid p17

ibid p17

ibid p153

ibid p10

Securing the Future (p153) stated that: ‘All central
Government departments and their executive agencies

will produce focused sustainable development action plans
based on this strategy by December 2005 and will report
on their actions by December 2006, for example in their
departmental annual reports and regularly thereafter.’
Clarification of this commitment was sought by the House of
Commons Environmental Audit Committee in its June 2006
report, Sustainable Development Reporting by Government
Departments, which recommended that the ‘Government
should remove the ambiguity inherent in this formulation
by requiring departments to update SDAPs and monitor
progress against them on an annual basis’. (para. 12)

The Government response confirmed that it ‘expected
Departments to report annually on their progress against
the Plan and its key deliverables and outcomes’ (para. 4.3).
(see http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/
cm200506/cmselect/cmenvaud/cmenvaud.htm for both
reports).

Securing the Future p10

ibid p165

Off the Starting Block SDC Assessment of Sustainable
Development Action Plans. Sustainable Development
Commission. 2006, p5

ibid p10

The SDC’s specific assessment criteria and the assessment
process itself are constantly evolving to reflect continued
progress, and help maintain momentum for ongoing
improvement. The SDC’s first assessment of SDAPs, Off the
Starting Block (2006) is available at www.sd-commission.
org.uk.

Other Watchdog work includes scrutiny and assessment

of the cross-government Sustainable Operations on the
Government Estate (SOGE) targets, and In-depth Reports
See www.sd-commission.org.uk/pages/engagement.html
See Section 3.1 for further detail.

Speech 143 /07 by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Rt
Hon Alistair Darling MP, at HRH Prince of Wales’s Accounting
for Sustainability Conference at St James’s Palace, 12
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December 2007. Full speech available at http://www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/newsroom_and_speeches/press/2007/
press_143_07.cfm

Securing the Future p12

ibid p3

Off the Starting Block, p22

Securing the Future, p146

Further information about the SOGE targets can be found

at http://www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/
government/estates/index.htm.
www.sd-commission.org.uk/page/watchdog.html

See http://www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/
publications/pdf/SustainableProcurementActionPlan.pdf
See http://www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/
publications/pdf/SustainableProcurementActionPlan.pdf
p42 (Annex B)

See http://www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/
government/task-forces /procurement/documents/flexible-
framework.pdf

Off the Starting Block, p11

2006 Sustainable Development Action Plan Progress Reports
(available on the SDC Watchdog web pages: http://www.
sd-commission.org.uk/pages/watchdog.html)

Off the Starting Block p7

ibid p13

2006 Sustainable Development Action Plan Progress Report
- Department for Communities and Local Government, p37.
(see SDC Watchdog web pages for further information:
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/pages/watchdog.html)
2006 Sustainable Development Action Plan Progress Report
- Department for Culture, Media & Sport, p8 (see SDC
Watchdog web pages for more information: http://www.
sd-commission.org.uk/pages/watchdog.html)

SDPWG is a cross-governmental working group comprising
of officials leading on sustainable development within

their organisations. This working group supports the cross-
government Sustainable Development Strategy Programme
Board.

Off the Starting Block, p42

2006 Sustainable Development Action Plan SDC Assessment
- Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, p9
(available at: http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/pages/
watchdog.html)

See footnote 9

All 2007 SDAP Progress Reports, including SDC commentary,
can be found on the Watchdog pages of the SDC website, at
http://www.sd-commission.org.uk/pages/watchdog.html.
The SDC’s reporting guidance tool is available on request
from the Watchdog team (see Annex 2 for contact details).
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~ Sustainable
X Development Commission

(Main office)

55 Whitehall

London SW1A 2HH

020 7270 8498
enquiries@sd-commission.org.uk

Osborne House

1 Osbourne Terrace, Haymarket
Edinburgh EH12 5HG

0131 625 1880
Scotland@sd-commission.org.uk
www.sd-commission.org.uk/scotland

¢/0 Welsh Assembly Government,
Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3NQ
029 2082 6382
Wales@sd-commission.org.uk
www.sd-commission.org.uk/wales

Room E5 11, OFMDFM

Castle Buildings, Stormont Estate,

Belfast BT4 3SR

028 9052 0196
N.Ireland@sd-commission.org.uk
www.sd-commission.org.uk/northern_ireland



